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From our fearless leader . . .

In this issue . . .

Be yourself. Everyone else is taken.
Oscar Wilde

As we all get geared up with the busiest part of the Guiding year, it is amazing 
how quickly the time goes. It feels like  you just started the year, but it is almost 
finished again. I remember when I was a Guide Leader that as soon as Classic 
Cookies came out the panic of what we all still wanted to complete that year, 
plus Nite Trek, our year end camp and other events that came about. Since I 
have been a Ranger leader, we continue after most units have finished up for the 
year, but it doesn’t seem to make it any better.

The fact we live in the Kootenays sometimes means we are prisoners of the 
weather, but this year has been a little different. I know I am not used to seeing 
the grass in my yard in early February. We try hard to fit in all the outdoor and 
camp components of the program in September and early October and then 
again in May and June. This makes it feel like we are rushing to get everything 
done at once. Even then sometimes you take your chances that you may get a 
surprise snow fall, your drinking water is frozen in the morning or toothpaste 
has frozen overnight. I have had all these happen to me, but my personal 
favourite was the frozen toothpaste. It adds an element of difficulty to the daily 
routine that is unexpected.

Our Ranger unit had decided to try something new this year and have snow 
camp, building quinzees to sleep in. We were prepared talking about gear and 
had set a date in late February. To our surprise we had to cancel our plans as we 
had no snow. Who would have ever guessed we had to cancel a camp due to lack 
of snow in the winter in the Kootenays?

I hope with the “early” spring and then the return of winter or cold some of us 
have been experiencing, spring will return in time for all of the events that you 
have planned. Enjoy your camps and events that are coming up  for your units.

Brande
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By Joy Andersen

Why do we do it?  Why do we spend countless hours planning program, supervising camps and sleepovers, doing 
trainings, organizing fundraising, leading service projects and just generally being there for the girls?

We’re certainly not doing it for the money.  Nor are we doing it for the community and parental appreciation 
because although occasionally someone does notice and extend their thanks, this doesn’t happen often enough to 
make much of a difference.  Nor are we doing it for the glory.  What glory you may very well ask?  Nor will it raise 
our status, increase our chances of getting a job, improve our love life, our health or our general well being.  So 
again I have to ask, “Why do we do it?”

Is it because we believe in an organization that is strictly for girls and women?  Is it because we believe this 
organization promotes self awareness, self reliance and self acceptance?  Is it because we see the growth that 
happens when girls remain in the program?

Or maybe we continue offering our services to Guiding because we see what the organization offers to our 
communities through service projects.  And we see what it offers to the world through WAGGGS, and through our 
Twinning projects.

Maybe we remain in Guiding because we have teaching and leadership skills that help the young women of our 
communities grow.  Maybe we’re good at camping or games or crafts or money or planning or any one of a 
thousand different skills.  Maybe we like sharing those skills.  Maybe we see the need to share. 

Perhaps we remain in Guiding because we like the girls.  Maybe we like their enthusiasm, their laughter, their 
unique views of life and the pleasure all that brings us.  Or maybe we enjoy the sistership of other Guiders, the 
trainings and adult activities we attend with them.  Maybe we like the hikes and camps and trips we’ve taken with 
the girls and fellow Guiders.  Maybe even ten years later we can sit around a kitchen table with girls we took to 
camp and still laugh about something that happened way back when. 

Or maybe it’s all of this.  I’m not sure.  But I do know that when I look back on my eighteen years as a Guider, I 
know I wouldn’t have missed any of it.  Guiding gave me a tremendous amount when I was a girl in the 
organization but it also gives me a tremendous amount as a Guider.  That’s why I do it. 

Why do we do it?

Do you know what a blue plaque is? If you've you've been to Britain 

I'm sure you have seen them. They are placed on buildings to note 

important people in history.* You can see Lord B-P's London plaque 

at left.

Derbyshire County Council asked for nominations and are taking 

votes to determine who is worthy of a paque; one of the nominees is 

Baroness Olave St Clair Baden-Powell. Go here to vote for her: 

http://ow.ly/1icTi.

Honouring Lady B-P

*I was going to say “honour great people” but remembered seeing one on the house where Guy Fawkes grew up. Don't know 

who that is? See here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_fawkes
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SOAR 2011

April 2010

TO:     ALL BC GUIDERS

 This application is for Sub Camp Responsible Guiders only!!!!!!  
Applications for Core Staff and Patrol Guiders will be available at a later date!!!!

We are looking for ladies interested in forming a team of Sub Camp Responsible Guider and Co/Assistant 
Responsible Guider Due to the site chosen and the close proximity of the sub camps we are making a change in 
the sub camp staff.  We are now accepting applications for a team of 2 Responsible Guiders per subcamp.  The 
other sub camp staff will be selected from the Core Staff applications differently and will not be teams chosen 
from a specific Area. We need guiders with leadership experience to apply!
Deadline to have your application for both members to the Provincial Office is April 30, 2010. 
See application form for further details.
One member of the team must be available to attend meetings and stay at the site June 18 – 20th,2010

JOB DESCRIPTION FOR SUBCAMP RESPONSIBLE GUIDER
·         Liaise with the SOAR 2011 Steering Committee Subcamp Liaison prior to camp and at camp
·         Recruit team members, delegate jobs
·         Plan camp setup with the rest of the subcamp team
·         Plan subcamp activities
·         Keep track of  subcamp spending
·         Set up headquarters on subcamp
·         At camp be available to answer guider’s questions and relay information to them
·         It is recommended that you have OAL Path

Let's Celebrate!

Here's Kootenay Area's float celebrating 
our 100th anniversary. It is ready to 
travel around our area spreading the 
word. If you would like it for your 
community's special event contact Pam 
Cross at pamelabcross@yahoo.com if 
you haven't already.

A huge thank you to Pam for pulling 
this off!
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Granby Grapevine

April 2010

Grand Forks Guides went cross-country skiing in February at Marshall Lake.

 

14 Brownies and 4 Guiders had an exciting 29 hours at the International themed sleepover. Joyce inspired them 
with songs and games from around the world. The girls and Guiders discovered 15 International crafts, some of 
which were a little challenging, but everyone mastered them and had fun and the girls proudly showed them to 
their families at the end of the sleepover. Food from Europe, Mexico, India and the US was enjoyed by all, the girls 
were a bit tentative tasting the different foods but were soon coming back for more. All the girls were presented 
with the 4 World Centre crests.

Thanks to Joyce, Elaine and Bea it was a very successful event.
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Hat's Off!

April 2010

To Pat Wildeman and Corrette Harrington for the Elk Valley District 
Brownie sleepover.

To Leslie Shirley for her work on the Camp Rory Ad Hoc Committee and as a 
yellow assessor for camping. Her support of Guiding in Kootenay Area is 
really appreciated.

To the Elkford Sparks  and the Old Glory Trefoil Guild for taking part in the 
provincial photo scavenger hunt.

Elk Valley Bugle
This sparkly group of princesses 
attended the Elk Valley Brownie sleep-
over in March.

You will note that the smiling Bronwie 
below is in her sleeping bag. You will 
also note that she is not asleep. 

Granby District held their Thinking Day 
celebrations in Gyro Park, Grand Forks, 
letting evryone know we're celebrating 
100 years of Guiding.

Granby Grapevine
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Photo Scavenger Hunt

April 2010

The Elkford Sparks took part in the Provincial 
Photo Scavenger hunt. For those of you 
attending Memories and More, the photos will 
be used in a slide show shown at the event so 
watch for our local girls.

The Old Glories Trefoil Guild had a beautiful day for 
their scavenger hunt around Trail and Rossland. 
You can see them at the Rossland Library on the 
libraries homepage rossland.bclibrary.ca and at 
your editors house on the back page.  

Believe it or not, this is the 
RCMP station in Trail.
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Celebrating 100 years

The Old Glories Trefoil Guild had lunch at 
Columbia View Lodge in Trail in March and 
took the opportunity to tell the residents 
about the 100th anniversary of Guding. They 
met many people who were involved in 
Guding over the years including Connie 
Guinter, left, who spent many years as a 
Brown Owl. 

They also met Ely Levick who, like 
Guiding, is celebrating her 1ooth 
birthday.

A Canada Post stamp celebrating 100 
years of Guiding was unveiled at the 
centenary launch event held at Casa Loma 
in Toronto in January.

The stamp will be available at your local 
post office in July.



Who ya gonna call?

Kootenay Chronicles

Beverley Rintoul, editor
e-mail: 

kootenaychronicles@gmail.com
3481 Aster Dr

Trail, BC V1R 2X2

Visit our website
kootenaychronicles.wordpress.com

Contact us:
1-800-565-8111

The deadline for the next issue is:
10 June 2010

Archives Ann Belzac rabel@cyberlink.bc.ca

Arts Anne McMichael amcmichael@telus.net

Awards Cheryl Cherry tccherry@shaw.ca
Pam Cross pamelabcross@yahoo.com

Camping Joy Andersen joyand@shaw.ca
Cheryl Webb cheryl@wellsphotos.com

Cookies Jennifer O’Donnell jennifero@fernielodgingco.com

IMIS Sheila Hawton rshawton@shaw.ca
Christal Klassen crklass@telus.net

International Darlene Bell dbell@elkvalley.net

Membership Pam Cross pamelabcross@yahoo.com
Sue Fielding hampshireranch@xplornet.com

Program Lois Anderson ljanders@netidea.com
Elaine Knudsgaard kerbe@shaw.ca

Public Relations Mary Defeo mdefeo1@telus.net

Training Beverley Rintoul brintoul@telus.net
Pat Wildeman patwildeman@telus.net

Area Advisers are ready to leap buildings in a single bound, neutralise monsters in your closet and swing 
into action to answer all your questions.*

*Results may vary, depending on the size of building and the type of monster.

From the editors desk . . .

a

I always say getting my photo taken in not in my job description but 
when a group of Guiders whose combined Guiding experience is at 
least 225 years asks, how can you say no? That's me, in the middle with 
the grumpy expression holding up a copy of the last newsletter.


